 Middle Years 
Science Fair 
Project Proposal 
Name: Date 
This proposal is to be completed and handed in to your Science teacher before: 

December 18th  2009. 
The division being entered is: (if unsure, verify division with your teacher) 

Physical Science 

Biotechnology 

Life Science 

Engineering 

Computer Technology 
2. The type of project is: (if unsure, verify project type with your teacher) 
a) Innovation (invention)
b) Experiment 

c) Study (research) 
 What is a Science Fair Project? 
Generally, science fair projects are judged on two criteria: "scientific method" and "presentation". A student who has followed the scientific method will have a hypothesis, background information, materials / methods, results, and conclusions. This format should be followed regardless if the project is an experiment, innovation, or study. 

• The most common type of projects fall into the experimental category. An example of this type is when a student may decide to study the effect of sunlight on plant growth (Here it is quite obvious how the manipulated or independent variable will effect some responding or dependent variable). Most people find this the easiest category to judge. 

• Innovations include projects that duplicate or improve an existing technology, demonstrate a new use for existing technology, or create a new device or system. An example of an innovation project would include designing a new game and determining which game pieces would be most appropriate. Here the student may improvise a variety of products to determine which one is the best. 

• In a study, the student may want to look at a question where they are unable to actually test their idea. For example, it may be as abstract as how long will it take the earth to be destroyed if it was hit by an asteroid, or does lung cancer affect men more than women. They should still formulate a hypothesis, such as Men are more likely than women to have cancer (perhaps because they have heard that more men smoke more than women or work in hazardous environments), and be able to produce observations that support/not support their hypothesis. In the study project, data is collected from published observations and used to formulate a conclusion. 

3. The problem to be investigated (as it is likely to appear on your final project display): 

4. Tentative hypothesis which answers the problem (this may change as more 

background information is gathered): 

5. If conducting an experiment or testing an innovation, these are the variables which must be considered. From your list check the one(s) you will actually use.

(Variables can involve things that you change from the control in your experiment – example:

If doing a plant growth experiment one plant needs to be grown in a set manner while the other plants are grown in different conditions - light, water, type of soil, fertilizer or no fertilizer -and the results are compared  to the “control plant”).
6. If conducting an experiment or testing an innovation, these variables will be 

controlled (briefly explain how): 

7. The proposed procedure for conducting the project (design procedure to gather as much quantitative data as possible — this helps with statistical analysis): 

8. Five sources of factual information (includes internet — provide addresses, books, TV 

or videos, etc.) which will support your ideas, statements, and figures: 

• include author or organization which is responsible for information 

• include title of source 

• include the date of publication 
9. The location(s) where the project will be conducted:
