December 2, 2009
Dear Parents,

Your child has been invited to take part in a science fair, an exciting event that encourages students to think like young scientists. During the next few months your child will be designing a science project that uses the scientific method to solve a problem. We hope you agree that the educational benefits are numerous, as students develop skills in writing, oral presentation, creative thinking, and problem solving.

Each student will be given instructions and handouts during class for the various steps of his or her project. Some of the work will be completed at home, and students will receive an updated list noting due dates for each part of the project.  This information will also be available on our school website at http://pilotbutte.pvsd.ca/.  This site will help guide you through the process we will be following at school
I ask that you encourage your child and monitor his or her progress along the way. Your support is key to a successful project, but please do not allow your involvement to extend any further in order to assure equity and promote student learning! It is important that your child wrestle with problems and try to solve them. Guide your child whenever and wherever you can, but let the final project reflect your child's individual effort and design. Also, keep in mind that a successful project can be completed for under $10.

The first decisions that each student must make with the guidance of his or her teacher and parents is the topic and whether he or she should work alone or with a partner.  Students may choose any topic in science as long as it has been approved by their teacher.  They may also choose to work on the project alone or with a partner in their class.  It is important that if students choose to work with a partner, they must choose a partner that they know they can be productive with and that the pair will be able to meet outside of class time.  All partner groupings must be approved by both the teacher and the parents of both students.

Please let me know if you'd like more information on creating a successful science fair project. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at mike.spicer@pvsd.ca . I look forward to helping your child enjoy this unique opportunity for scientific discovery!  Please fill out the bottom portion of the sheet, sign it and return it by December 7.
Sincerely, 
Mike Spicer
   















A)  I have discussed this year’s science fair with my child and we have decided that 



 will not be working with a partner this year.  

B)  I have discussed this year’s science fair with my child and we have decided that 




 will be working with a partner this year.  I have discussed this with the other child’s parent and think that 



 and 



 will make a terrific team.
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date 

